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Statement from IBA President Buzz Iliff Regarding CARES Act 

The following is a statement from Illinois Beef Association President Buzz Iliff regarding the bipartisan 

stimulus package – entitled the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act –passed by 

the U.S. Senate and U.S. House of Representatives.  

“We appreciate Congress and the Trump Administration for working around the clock to protect 

America’s economic future and their rapid response to addressing financial security of farmers during 

uncertain times. Like our elected leaders in Washington, D.C., Illinois’ beef producers are also hard at 

work to make certain that America’s grocery shelves are stocked during this challenging time.”  

“Unfortunately, many cattle producers are losing money while working to keep America’s beef supply 

moving. I want our members to know that IBA is aware of the divergence between boxed beef prices 

and live cattle prices. We recognize that it’s an issue and we’re working with our congressional 

delegation to put pressure on USDA to investigate the matter and, if necessary, uphold the law.” 

“We also recognize that our cattlemen and women are in need of assistance as the coronavirus impact 

has exacerbated already low commodity prices. I’m pleased to report that the CARES Act includes relief 

funding for livestock. The CARES Act provides USDA’s Office of the Secretary with an additional $9.5 

billion ‘to prevent, prepare for, and respond to coronavirus’. Congress further stipulated that this 

funding should support agricultural producers impacted by coronavirus, including cattle producers.” 

“As USDA develops vehicles to deliver this assistance to cattle producers, we are working with our 

congressional delegation to make sure Illinois’ beef producers don’t take a back seat to other interests. 

We will keep you updated as we learn more.” 

“We thank our congressional delegation, the president and his administration for their leadership during 

this crisis and for listening to our ideas to help shape this historic effort.” 
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